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Twelfth Mantra

Syllable-less1, the fourth2, the noumenal3.

The worlds ceased4,

Bliss, secondless,

Thus Aum is Atman itself6.

Whoso knows as such

Merges himself with the Atman6.

Syllable-less - - The unpronounced, soundless wake of
Aum that succeeds and survives the audible utterances
A' 3T "U' 3"   'M' H[  preceding it.

the fourth - - Tureeya. As explained at length earlier in
the seventh mantra, this is not the ranking of states of
experience in sequence, but a pointer to the unbroken.
intuitive awareness of the SELF that sustains and outlasts
conscious (waking), subconscious (dreaming) and pure
SELF-awareness (deep sleep) experiences.

the noumenal - - Beyond the purview (reach) of the
activities of the body-mind complex, that is, beyond physi-
cal and mental grasp, but ceaselessly intuited.

The worlds ceased " - For the one in Tureeya, the worlds
of waking and dream cease to exist, inasmuch as he is
but a witness of the two. In Sushupti, on the other hand,
both the worlds disappear for the sleeper.

Aum is Atman itself " - Comprising as it does the articu-
late and the audible as well as the inarticulate and the
inaudible, Aum stands, like the Atman, for the total -sum
of all existence, the perceivable and the imperceivable,
too.

Merges himself with the Atman - - His individual sell